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FIVE MINNESOTA AUTO DEALERSHIPS HONORED AS COMMUNITY HEROES 
Local Businesses Recognized for Their Commitment to Community Service 

 and Charitable Giving 
 
Bloomington, Minn. (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) 
named five dealerships as 2018 Community Heroes at its annual luncheon on Friday, December 7, 
2018.  Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska; Miller Auto & Marine of St. Cloud; Minnesota Motor 
Company of Fergus Falls; Papik Motors of Luverne; and Village Automotive Group of Wayzata were 
awarded after demonstrating a strong commitment of time and money to charities and events in 
their communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott 
Lambert, president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of these 
five dealerships and their employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the needs of 
local charities and events in their backyards.” 
 
Conservatively, these five dealerships supported almost 200 organizations in 2018, donating over 
$250,000 in cash and lending thousands of volunteer hours to serve meals, perform community 
clean-ups, stuff backpacks, coach little league and host events for the less fortunate.  Organizations 
across have the state have benefitted from these efforts and vary from institutions like the Gillette 
Children’s Specialty Healthcare to the Victoria Fire Department and Rock County Pheasants Forever. 
 
This is the second year that MADA has awarded dealers as “Community Heroes.” For more 
information about the contributions of specific winners and to access photos and video, go to: 
http://www.mada.org/news/MainEvent/CHA. 
 
 
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association 
exclusively representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ 
over 20,000 Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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CHASKA’S LENZEN CHEVROLET-BUICK RECEIVES COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD 

Dealership Recognized for Its Commitment to Community Service 
 and Charitable Giving 

 
Bloomington, Minn (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) 
named Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska as one of its 2018 Community Heroes at its annual 
luncheon on Friday, December 7, 2018.  The dealership received this recognition for its strong 
commitment of time and money to charities and events in Chaska and the surrounding communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott 
Lambert, president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of Lenzen 
and its employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the needs of local charities and 
events in its backyard.” 
 
2018 marked Lenzen’s 40th year of service to the community in which they supported more than 86 
organizations and events, including:   
 

• The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society; 
• Christmas in May home repairs; 
• the Festival of Trees; 
• the Victoria Fire Department; and 
• “Lenzen Night” at the Chaska Cubs baseball game where they fed 950 people for free.  

According to Owner John Lenzen, “Being in business for 40 years in the great community of Chaska 
and giving back to the community is in itself an honor.  We accept this award with great pride, 
believing that customers and service are always #1.” 
 
Other Minnesota dealerships winning the award in its second year are Miller Auto & Marine of St. 
Cloud; Minnesota Motor Company of Fergus Falls; Papik Motors of Luverne; and Village Automotive 
Group of Wayzata. To access photos and video of Lenzen’s award, go to: 
http://www.mada.org/news/MainEvent/CHA. 
 
  
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association 
exclusively representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ 
over 20,000 Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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WAYZATA’S VILLAGE AUTOMOTIVE GROUP RECEIVES COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD 

Dealership Group Recognized for Its Commitment to Community Service 
 and Charitable Giving 

 
Bloomington, Minn (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) named the 
Village Automotive Group as one of its 2018 Community Heroes at its annual luncheon on Friday, December 
7, 2018.  The dealership group received this recognition for its strong commitment of time and money to 
charities and events in Wayzata and the surrounding communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott Lambert, 
president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of Village Automotive Group 
and its employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the needs of local charities and events in its 
backyard.” 
 
In 2018, Village Automotive Group, through its Village Gives Back Foundation,” supported numerous 
organizations and events, including:   
 

• Gillette Children’s Specialty Healthcare; 
• Federated Challenge;  
• Toys for Tots;  
• Camp Cambria; and  
• Children’s Cancer Research. 

According to owner Steve Bennett, “The Village Gives Back Foundation is committed to annual grants 
supporting many charities throughout the state of Minnesota.  We are proud to be making a difference in the 
community and lives of those who are impacted from these great programs.” 
 
Other Minnesota dealerships winning the award in its second year are Miller Auto & Marine of St. Cloud; 
Minnesota Motor Company of Fergus Falls; Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska; and Papik Motors of Luverne. 
To access photos and video of Village Automotive Group’s award, go to: 
http://www.mada.org/news/MainEvent/CHA. 
  
About Village Automotive Group: Village Automotive Group consists of Village Chevrolet, Lexus of Maplewood, 
Lexus of Wayzata, The Auto Center Bargain Lot and Wayzata Auto Collision Center with over 400 employees.  
Village has been in the Twin Cities metro since 1950 with many employees having been with the group for 
over 30 years.    
 
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association exclusively 
representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ over 20,000 
Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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FERGUS FALLS’ MINNESOTA MOTOR COMPANY RECEIVES COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD 

Dealership Group Recognized for Its Commitment to Community Service 
 and Charitable Giving 

 
Bloomington, Minn (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) 
named Minnesota Motor Company as one of its 2018 Community Heroes at its annual luncheon on 
Friday, December 7, 2018.  The dealership received this recognition for its strong commitment of 
time and money to charities and events in Fergus Falls and the surrounding communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott 
Lambert, president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of 
Minnesota Motor Company and its employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the 
needs of local charities and events in its backyard.” 
 
In 2018, Minnesota Motor Company donated over $87,000 to local organizations and events, 
including:   
 

• The Taste of Fergus Falls; 
• Minnesota Motor Night, a way for families that may not be able to afford to attend a local ball 

game to have a free meal and enjoy a fun family night out; and 
• Find your Drive, a way to recognize “driven” people in the community to thank them for 

making a positive difference. 

Other Minnesota dealerships winning the award in its second year are Miller Auto & Marine of St. 
Cloud; Village Automotive Group of Wayzata; Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska; and Papik Motors of 
Luverne. To access photos and video of Minnesota Motor Company’s award, go to: 
http://www.mada.org/news/MainEvent/CHA. 
 
  
About Minnesota Motor Company: Minnesota Motor Company has been selling Chevy’s in Fergus 
Falls since 1922 under the ownership of the Brimhall family.  The fourth generation of Brimhalls is 
now involved in the dealership! 
 
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association 
exclusively representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ 
over 20,000 Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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ST. CLOUD’S MILLER AUTO & MARINE RECEIVES COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD 

Dealership Group Recognized for Its Commitment to Community Service 
 and Charitable Giving 

 
Bloomington, Minn (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) 
named Miller Auto & Marine as one of its 2018 Community Heroes at its annual luncheon on Friday, 
December 7, 2018.  The dealership received this recognition for its strong commitment of time and 
money to charities and events in St. Cloud and the surrounding communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott 
Lambert, president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of Miller 
Auto & Marine and its employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the needs of local 
charities and events in its backyard.” 
 
In 2018, Miller Auto & Marine supported over 20 organization and events with financial contributions 
and more than 200 volunteer hours.  The prime beneficiary was the ALS Foundation, which was 
voted by the dealership’s employees as Miller’s Charity of the Year. 
 
Other Minnesota dealerships winning the award in its second year are Minnesota Motor Company of 
Fergus Falls; Village Automotive Group of Wayzata; Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska; and Papik 
Motors of Luverne. To access photos and video of Miller Auto & Marine’s award, go to: 
http://www.mada.org/news/MainEvent/CHA. 
 
About Miller Auto & Marine: Starting as a Pontiac dealer in 1959, Miller Auto & Marine now offers the 
GMC, Nissan, Buick, and Lincoln brands under one roof.  Miller Auto & Marine strives for perfection 
in its attention and dedication to its customers and employees. Deeply rooted in its culture are the 
core values of Integrity, Respect, Empathy, Teamwork, and Excellence.   
 
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association 
exclusively representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ 
over 20,000 Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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LUVERNE’S PAPIK MOTORS RECEIVES COMMUNITY HEROES AWARD 

Dealership Recognized for Its Commitment to Community Service 
 and Charitable Giving 

 
Bloomington, Minn (December 11, 2018): The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association (MADA) named 
Papik Motors of Luverne as one of its 2018 Community Heroes at its annual luncheon on Friday, December 7, 
2018.  The dealership received this recognition for its strong commitment of time and money to charities and 
events in Luverne and the surrounding communities. 
 
“MADA is proud of the tremendous work dealers do to give back to their communities,” said Scott Lambert, 
president of the association. “That’s why we are pleased to showcase the efforts of Papik Motors and its 
employees who went above and beyond this year to meet the needs of local charities and events in its 
backyard.” 
 
In 2018, Papik Motors and its employees donated to more than 60 organizations and volunteered over 670 
hours for groups and events, including:   
 

• Chevy Youth Baseball- funding for youth baseball in Luverne 
• Various events at the Palace Theatre including the monthly Bank Nite FREE Family movie 
• FFA Chevy Trucks Scholarship  
• “Flags Honoring America Display” at the Tri State Band Festival 
• Support of the new community-wide events website- www.luverneevents.com 
• Numerous committees and boards of directors including Luverne Initiatives for Tomorrow 

For Owner Gary Papik, “Luverne is a great place to live and raise a family.  I’m proud and honored to be able to 
support the community through various groups, organizations, and events both financially and with the gift of 
time.”   
 
Other Minnesota dealerships winning the award in its second year are Miller Auto & Marine of St. Cloud; 
Minnesota Motor Company of Fergus Falls; Lenzen Chevrolet-Buick of Chaska; and Village Automotive Group 
of Wayzata.  
 
About Papik Motors:  Papik Motors, established January 1, 1995 in Luverne, offers customers in southwestern 
Minnesota Chevrolet, Chrysler, Dodge, Ram, Jeep, Buick, Cadillac and GMC brands under one roof.  There are 
more exciting things in the works at Papik Motors as they will be opening a second location in Rock Rapids, 
Iowa in January, 2019.    
  
About MADA: The Minnesota Automobile Dealers Association is the state’s only trade association exclusively 
representing franchised new car and truck dealers.  MADA’s 387 dealer members employ over 20,000 
Minnesotans with a payroll of $1.1 billion. 
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