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(Prepared by National Highway Traffic Administration – June 26, 2009 – Day One Notice) 

Eligibility Requirements 

Trade-in Vehicle  

• Is in drivable condition  
• Has been both continuously insured, consistent with the laws of your State, and continuously 
registered to the same owner for at least one year immediately prior to the trading-in of your 
vehicle under the CARS program  
• Manufactured less than 25 years before the date of trade in (i.e., before mid-to late1984) and, 
in the case of category 3 trucks, not later than model year 2001  
• Has a combined MPG of 18 or less (this does not apply to category 3 trucks, i.e., very large 
pickup trucks and cargo vans)  

New Vehicle  
(Purchased or Leased)  

• Is new (i.e., legal title has not been transferred to anyone) 
• Has manufacturer's suggested retail price of $45,000 or less  

Incentive Amounts 

If the type of new vehicle you want is 
a…  

The 
combined 
MPG* of 
the new 
vehicle 
must 
be…  

The type of 
vehicle you 

trade-in 
must be a... 

Amount of incentive 

If the difference 
in combined 
MPG between 
the new vehicle 
and trade-in 
vehicle is… 

The incentive is…  

Passenger Automobile  
• All passenger cars.  At least  

22 MPG  

Passenger 
car, Category 
1 or 2 truck  

4-9 MPG  $3,500  
 

10 MPG or more   $4,500  
Category 1 Truck:† 
• All SUVs w/ GVWR <=10,000 lbs.  
• Pickups w/ GVWR <8,500 lbs. & wheelbase 
 <= 115 in.  
• Passenger vans & cargo vans w/ GVWR 
 <8,500 lbs. & wheelbase <= 124 in.  

At least  
18 MPG  

Passenger 
car, Category 
1 or 2 truck  

2-5 MPG  $3,500   

5 MPG or more  
 

$4,500  

Category 2 Truck:†  
• Pickups w/ GVWR <= 8,500 lbs. & 
 wheelbase > 115 in.  
• Passenger vans & cargo vans w/ GVWR <= 
 8,500 lbs. & wheelbase > 124 in.  

At least  
15 MPG  

Category 2 
truck  

1 MPG  $3,500   
2 MPG or more   $4,500  

Category 3 
truck NA‡  $3,500  

 

Category 3 Truck: †  
• Trucks w/ GVWR 8,500-10,000 lbs. 
that are either pickup trucks with cargo 
beds 72” or longer or very large cargo 
vans.  

NA‡  Category 3 
truck  

NA‡ However, the 
new vehicle must 
be similar in size 

or smaller than the 
trade-in  

$3,500  

 

*MPG requirements are based on EPA's combined city/highway rating 
†GVWR = Gross Vehicle Weight Rating 
‡Not applicable; Category 3 trucks do not have EPA MPG ratings 

 


